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Welcome from
AMAR’s Chairman
I AM DELIGHTED TO WELCOME YOU TO THE AMAR INTERNATIONAL CHARITABLE FOUNDATION’S
2014-2015 ANNUAL REPORT. IT HAS BEEN AN IMMENSELY CHALLENGING PERIOD FOR AMAR’S
WONDERFUL TEAMS OF TOP PROFESSIONALS AND DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS. THE INVASION
BY ISIL HAS CAUSED AN ALMOST UNPRECEDENTED HUMANITARIAN CRISIS.
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Thousands have been killed
or injured and many millions
forced from their homes.
In Iraq alone, there are well
over three million internally
displaced people (IDPs), a
number that grows by the
day. The speed of the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant’s (ISIL) advance took the
world by surprise, and meant AMAR had to not only
continue to manage and support its award-winning core
medical and educational projects across Iraq, but also
begin immediate emergency relief for the hundreds of
thousands who fled.
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The response from both staff and our wonderful
sponsors and supporters was incredible. Thanks to a
substantial donation from the Vitol Foundation we
were able to build a state-of-the-art medical centre at
the Khanke IDP camp near Dohuk that is now used by
hundreds every day. AMAR also completely overhauled
a former Government health facility near Najaf to cater
for more than 80,000 IDPs living in the area around
the holy cities. This centre too has been inundated with
patients and has become vital to the local area.
AMAR is continuing its clinic building programme with
a new centre expected to open in early 2016 in another
big IDP camp in the North of Iraq. The Foundation has
also helped highlight the plight of the Yazidi people in
this awful war. Thousands of men were brutally killed
and women and young girls kidnapped and used as sex
slaves. In the summer of 2015 we were asked if we would
bring three young women victims to London, to tell

their stories to the world. These incredibly brave girls
were horribly abused by ISIL, but they were determined
to speak about their ordeals. Their stories were reported
widely. The BBC’s prestigious and influential Newsnight
programme aired a nine-minute report, and newspapers
such as The Guardian, The Daily Mail, and The Sun,
ran pieces at length.
Looking away from the conflict, and thanks to the
support of our amazing sponsors and supporters,
AMAR continues to grow and develop and to launch
innovative and pioneering new initiatives. We are
of course enormously grateful for the outstanding
support of ZAIN IRAQ, our foremost corporate sponsor,
and for our continuing partnerships with UNESCO,
WHO, UNFPA, UNDP, FCO and EU-EIDHR.
Our ground-breaking work with SHELL continues to
flourish, and we have wonderful corporate social responsibility projects funded by RUMAILA OPERATING
ORGANISATION, WEIR GROUP and GARDAWORLD.
Special thanks must also go to LDS CHARITIES. Our
relationship continues to blossom and we are incredibly
grateful for their fantastic support. A big thanks to DGS
MARINE AND EMAAR PROPERTIES who have once
again been superbly generous.
Finally, in late 2015, we will open our new Dubai office,
which we believe will help AMAR to further develop
and grow. In closing, I would like to express AMAR’s
deep gratitude to our many individual supporters across
the globe, without whose commitment to our cause
much of our work would not be possible.
Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne
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Overview
AMAR IS AN AWARD-WINNING CHARITY THAT BUILDS AND IMPROVES THE LIVES AND
LIVELIHOODS OF SOME OF THE WORLD’S POOREST AND MOST DISADVANTAGED PEOPLE.
SINCE 1991, WE HAVE PROVIDED PROFESSIONAL HEALTH AND EDUCATION SERVICES ON A
SUSTAINED AND LASTING BASIS, AND TODAY WE DELIVER THOUSANDS OF MEDICAL CONSULTATIONS, EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS AND VITAL EMERGENCY RELIEF DIRECT TO THOSE WHO
NEED THEM MOST.
The humanitarian situation in Iraq is continuing to
deteriorate, and needs are growing. Between January and
August 2014 alone, 1.8 million Iraqis were forced to flee
their homes by devastating violence perpetrated by ISIL.
This recent resurgence of violence, coupled with the effects
of several decades of conflict, means that Iraq is facing a
complex humanitarian crisis. Today the country has one
of the largest populations of internally displaced people
(IDPs) in the world – and as of July 2015, a staggering 8.2
million Iraqis were in need of humanitarian assistance.

Good public health is also vital for the long-term
development of any local community. In 2014, AMAR
continued to provide healthcare to under-served
populations. Working in partnership with state health
services, AMAR has improved and expanded the quality
of existing healthcare provision, helping to raise standards
to those set by the World Health Organisation. In the last
ten years, AMAR teams have provided 4,094,324 health
consultations – including vaccinations, maternal care,
dental care and x-rays.

AMAR is responding to this crisis – not only providing
immediate humanitarian relief, but also providing
long-term care to communities in need. Since June 2014,
AMAR’s teams in Iraq have been working to assist those
displaced by ISIL violence. Thousands of vulnerable
families have benefitted from AMAR’s distribution of
relief packages and provision of medical and psychological care, and our teams in Iraq are currently developing
long-term health and education programmes in both
camps and the host community.

THE AMAR MODEL

In 2014, tens of thousands benefitted from AMAR’s
unique range of educational programmes. Over 15,000
Iraqis, including children, students, widows, female
heads of households and community leaders received
regular education and training in varied fields such
as sewing, hairdressing, English language, numeracy,
political participation, religious tolerance, road safety and
welding. These courses are designed to not only empower
individuals, but to generate lasting improvements in the
abilities of individuals and communities to prosper and
grow. AMAR’s work in Iraqi jails, teaching prisoners
and prison guards about human rights and the rule of
law, was recognised in 2014 – with AMAR winning the
2014 International Aid and Development category at the
prestigious UK Charity Awards.
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AMAR has developed a model that employs local people
and sources goods locally with oversight from just 15
staff in our London-based Head Office. This approach
not only uses money more efficiently, but also builds local
capacity and supports the local economy.
AMAR’s local staff are able to work with community
leaders to develop activities that are culturally sensitive
and relevant to community needs, which therefore
also gain widespread community acceptance. AMAR
targets all those in need, but focusses particularly on
women and children within any community served, as
these population groups often have the greatest need.
AMAR ensures women are both beneficiaries and service
deliverers in their communities, contributing towards
female empowerment at a local level.
A healthy and educated population is better equipped to
develop economically and socially in the long term, in
turn reducing dependence on international development
aid and assistance.
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Emergency Aid
Zeynab’s story
When ISIL attacked the northern city of Tal Afar in
August 2014, 15-year-old Zeynab’s entire world was
instantly turned upside down. ISIL attacked her family
home, killing her mother and several other relatives, and
horribly injuring many others. Her older sister was shot in
the stomach and leg, and her younger sister had her leg
broken by a bullet. Zeynab’s injuries meanwhile were so
severe that doctors were forced to amputate both her legs
above the knee.
AMAR’s team in Baghdad has looked after Zeynab and her
two sisters ever since they managed to make it to the safety
of their relatives in the Iraqi Capital. Today, Zeynab’s sisters
are now almost fully recovered, and Zeynab is receiving
specialist treatment to help her learn to walk again using
prosthetic legs.
Despite her horrifying ordeal, Zeynab remains positive
and is determined to return to school. “I hope that I can
continue my education and study computing so that I can
have a bright future,” she told Dr Ali Muthanna, AMAR’s
regional manager in Iraq, during a recent visit to see her.
Having lost a year of study due to her injuries, AMAR is
supporting Zeynab all the way, helping to reintegrate her
into the formal education system.
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IRAQ IS FACING AN UNPRECEDENTED HUMANITARIAN CRISIS – AND IT IS RAPIDLY WORSENING.
SINCE ISIL TOOK OVER LARGE AREAS OF THE NORTH AND WEST OF THE COUNTRY, BRUTAL
VIOLENCE HAS FORCED MORE THAN 3.1 MILLION IRAQIS TO ABANDON THEIR LIVELIHOODS AND
FLEE THEIR HOMES FOR SAFETY ELSEWHERE IN THE COUNTRY. EVERY DAY, THE NUMBER OF
INTERNALLY DISPLACED CONTINUES TO RISE.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE
In 2014, AMAR immediately responded to the crisis,
launching an Emergency Appeal and providing
humanitarian relief to address basic day-to-day needs.
AMAR’s teams in Iraq worked to distribute food, clothing
and sanitation packs to families living in makeshift shelter
across the country, whilst primary healthcare service teams
were deployed to facilitate medical and psychological
assistance for the injured and traumatised.
In the winter of 2014, plummeting temperatures
exacerbated the difficulties faced by displaced families.
Donations raised by AMAR’s Christmas Winter Warmer
Appeal and support from LDS Charities funded the
distribution of 3,000 blankets to the most vulnerable
families in Khanke and Baharka IDP camps near Dohuk
and Erbil, providing them with a much needed lifeline
during the harsh winter months.

LONG-TERM CARE
Immediate emergency response is only the beginning. In
2014, AMAR began developing long-term care in refugee
camps and host communities. The construction and rehabilitation of two state-of-the-art Primary Health Care

Centres in Khanke and Najaf was initiated in response to
the desperate need for healthcare. Since opening in early
2015, these two clinics have delivered tens of thousands
of consultations to those in need. In Khanke Camp near
Dohuk – home to over 18,000 IDPs forced from their
homes by ISIL – our clinic today sees up to 450 patients
a day.
We have also established training centres to help IDPs
gain skills which will help them to find work and provide
for their families. In December 2014, AMAR opened a
new sewing centre and kindergarten for IDPs living in
Al-Chibayesh Camp in Southern Iraq using funds from
the Emergency Appeal. In early 2015, we also opened a
new purpose-built centre in Khanke Camp which today
delivers a range of courses including IT, hairdressing,
music and literacy.
70% of Iraq’s displaced children have lost almost a full
year of education. With funding from LDS Charities,
AMAR has supported students in Khanke Camp,
enabling 4,000 to take their final school exams in
2015. These examinations are extremely important for
the future of this generation of displaced students, and
will help prevent the emergence of a ‘lost generation’ of
unqualified young people.
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Healthcare
BY JULY 2015, 6.7 MILLION IRAQIS WERE IN NEED OF URGENT HEALTHCARE SERVICES – ALMOST
70% OF WHOM WERE WOMEN AND CHILDREN. THIS NUMBER GROWS BY THE DAY AND IRAQ’S
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM IS STRUGGLING TO COPE. EXISTING HEALTHCARE FACILITIES ARE
OVERWHELMED AND OVERCROWDED, AND MEDICINES ARE IN SHORT SUPPLY.

Maryam’s Story

For the past nine years, 46-year old Maryam has been
suffering from Diabetes and Hypertension. To have her
blood pressure and blood sugar levels checked and to
receive her prescription, she would have to travel far from
her home to the al-Faihaa’ hospital in Basra – a journey
which left her weak and exhausted.
Since AMAR opened a Health Post in her local area
in December 2013, Maryam says her life has been
transformed. Every Tuesday and Thursday she can now
quickly and easily consult a doctor who will carry out tests
and provide her with the necessary medication. Medical
staff have also offered Maryam lifestyle advice to help
her gain better control of her illnesses. Today, Maryam’s
condition is stable.
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AMAR is working to relieve the strain on the country’s
healthcare system by delivering primary healthcare services
to under-served populations, and building on existing
capacity to install lasting and sustainable improvements
to public health. In 2014, AMAR delivered more than
17,000 medical consultations, 8,575 laboratory services,
and 9,182 vaccinations.

primary responsibility for the health of their family and
the sanitary conditions of the household. In 2014, 393
WHVs worked across Iraq, conducting over 182,000
health visits – reaching 17,908 families and over 74,750
individual beneficiaries.

REACHING REMOTE
COMMUNITIES

AMAR delivers health education programmes to ingrain
healthy behaviour within communities and to promote
long-term improvements in health. Children, parents,
local community leaders, elected officials and other
adults have received lessons designed in close partnership
with the Ministries of Health and Education, improving
their knowledge and awareness of health-related issues.
In 2014, 4,200 children from 36 schools received health
education training, and over 190 community health
sessions were delivered.

Our Mobile Health Clinics and Health Posts deliver
basic primary healthcare services to remote communities
with no other access to health services, providing
residents with regular access to medical staff and health
advice. Health consultations, check-ups, vaccinations
and referrals to fixed Health Centres are provided, and
our Mobile Clinics are also used to transfer patients to
other facilities when needed. In 2014, our Mobile Clinics
served a catchment area of 19,390 people and delivered
more than 9,800 consultations, whilst our two Health
Posts served a catchment area of over 10,000 people.

WOMEN HEALTH VOLUNTEERS
Women Health Volunteers (WHVs) play an instrumental
role within AMAR’s healthcare work. Local women
are trained to conduct regular home visits, delivering
vital health advice and education direct into their local
communities. Women are ideal for this role, as they take

HEALTH EDUCATION

‘HEALTH IN IRAQ’ CONFERENCE
In March 2014, AMAR hosted a high-level conference on
‘Health in Iraq’ at Oxford University’s Harris Manchester
College, with leading international physicians and
scientists, key members of AMAR’s field staff and
delegates from across the world attending the event.
With support from Shell Iraq, Zain, ROO and Weir,
the two-day event explored primary healthcare, the link
between health and education, and the development of
emergency care within Iraq.
2014-15 ANNUAL REPORT 11

Education
IRAQ’S EDUCATION SYSTEM WAS ONCE ONE OF THE BEST IN THE REGION, BUT DECADES OF WAR
AND SANCTIONS LEFT IT CRIPPLED. AMAR’S TEAMS ARE WORKING ACROSS THE COUNTRY TO
IMPROVE THIS SITUATION. OUR STAFF TEACH IN KINDERGARTENS, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS, UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES, AND OUR OWN TRAINING CENTRES, DELIVERING DIVERSE
EDUCATION AND HELPING COMMUNITIES TO PROSPER AND GROW.
In 2014, AMAR, in collaboration with UNESCO,
brought out-of-school children in Baghdad and Basra
provinces back into the classroom. Through our ‘Educate
a Child Initiative’, we enrolled more than 12,700 out-ofschool students on a government-approved accelerated
primary education programme, providing them with
key literacy and numeracy skills. This was accompanied
by community outreach work to reduce drop-out rates
through emphasising the opportunities education can
bring.

Zahraa’s Story
As soon as Zahraa was married, she knew the partnership
was wrong. She says her husband treated her simply as an
asset – like any other possession within his home. He hit
her often and all attempts at reconciliation failed to create
a successful relationship. Unable to take it any longer,
Zahraa requested a divorce, knowing that she would be
socially isolated for doing so. Realising she now had to
somehow support her two small children, Zahraa enrolled
at her nearby AMAR skills training centre and studied
sewing and design. With her newly-learned skills, she was
able to start making clothes for her family, relatives and
neighbours, earning money in doing so and enabling her to
live in dignity once again.
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Elsewhere, AMAR has worked to improve school facilities
in order to create an environment more conducive to
successful education. For female students in particular,
poor sanitation facilities can prevent them from attending
school altogether – so in 2014, AMAR completed the
refurbishment of sanitation facilities in seven schools,
benefiting 5,980 primary and secondary school students.

UNIQUE EDUCATION
PROGRAMMES
AMAR delivers a range of pioneering education
programmes to communities across Iraq. In 2014, we
delivered vocational training sessions to some of the most
vulnerable Iraqis, including widows and female heads of
households. Our five training centres delivered more than
2,100 vocational skills training sessions, with participants
attending sessions in fields including IT, sewing, design
and hairdressing.

Our programmes are unique. In 2014, with support
from the British Embassy in Iraq, we trained 60 teachers
and community leaders to deliver political participation
sessions to 3,600 pupils in Basra Province, helping to
strengthen democracy at the grassroots level. Students
received lessons on topics such as the concepts of human
rights; Iraq’s political landscape; and the means to actively
engage in politics. With funding from the EU’s European
Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, we also
initiated a programme to tackle religious intolerance in
early 2015. Thirty-six community leaders received training
on religious tolerance, human rights and anti-discrimination, whilst workshops to promote acceptance between
communities were held in 30 schools.

SELF-SUSTAINING PROJECTS
AMAR runs childcare facilities to allow parents –
especially mothers – the freedom to attend vocational
training sessions. Children who attend also benefit,
as they receive a high level of early education as well
as play-based activities. Today, our kindergarten in
Baghdad has evolved into a self-sustaining service for
the wider community. Local parents pay a nominal fee
for their children to attend, and these fees are ploughed
straight back into the attached skills centre. Meanwhile,
for all those attending training sessions, attendance at the
kindergarten remains free. AMAR is extremely proud of
this model, and hopes to repeat it across the country.
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in pictures
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Institutional Partners
UNESCO

UNDP

Since signing their Memorandum of Understanding in
2013, AMAR and UNESCO have continued to enjoy a
close working relationship, collaborating on education-related projects within Iraq. In 2014, the two organisations
worked to bring out-of-school children in Baghdad and
Basra Provinces back into the classroom, helping increase
their employability and capacity to lead fulfilling lives.
Over 12,000 students were enrolled on a primary-level
Accelerated Learning Programme, and community-based
activities were delivered to help reduce school drop-out
rates.

AMAR and UNDP continued to enjoy a strong
partnership in 2014. In response to the growing numbers
of Iraqis affected by ongoing violence, the two organisations partnered to deliver vocational skills training to
hundreds of IDPs and members of host communities in
the Kurdistan region, enabling them to provide for their
families. In early 2015, three centres were established,
training men and women in Kurdish, English, sewing
and IT, whilst music and art classes were also provided
to produce a therapeutic environment for those who have
experienced trauma. In the south of Iraq, meanwhile, work
for Tuberculosis control funded by the Global Fund to
Fight HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria (GFATM) continued
with great success. One hundred and eighty community
health volunteers were trained to raise awareness of TB
control and to provide support to TB patients, helping
to combat one of the main health problems in the region.

WHO
AMAR has enjoyed a strong and long-lasting relationship
with WHO since the 1990s, when the two organisations
first signed a Memorandum of Understanding covering
the values and standards of professional practice in a
development context. Since then, AMAR has regularly
appreciated WHO’s expertise and support. Building
upon the 2008 Letter of Understanding, WHO has
maintained its technical and advisory role and AMAR
today continues to look to WHO to ensure professional
levels of service delivery across all health projects.

EU – EIDHR
AMAR is committed to strengthening human rights
in Iraq and in 2014, the charity was delighted to begin
a new and important partnership with the European
Union via the European Instrument for Democracy and
Human Rights (EIDHR - part of EuropeAid). Together,
EU and AMAR have been working to reduce ongoing
social, economic and political divisions as a consequence
of religious discrimination. With EIDHR’s funding,
AMAR began providing monthly training sessions
to community leaders in early 2015, helping them
represent their communities more effectively. AMAR
also started training civil society organisations, teachers
and university professors to deliver workshops on human
rights, religious tolerance, anti-discrimination and
gender empowerment.
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Corporate Partners
ZAIN IRAQ
ZAIN IS AMAR’S LEADING CORPORATE PARTNER. SINCE 2007, IT HAS BEEN SUPPORTING
AMAR IN THE DELIVERY OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROJECTS ACROSS
IRAQ. ITS SUPPORT NOT ONLY SUSTAINS ON-GOING PROJECTS WITHIN THE COUNTRY,
BUT HAS PROVIDED AMAR WITH THE CAPACITY TO INITIATE AND DEVELOP NEW
PROJECTS. IN THE WAKE OF THE RECENT UNFOLDING HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN IRAQ,
ZAIN’S SUPPORT HAS BEEN INVALUABLE IN ENABLING AMAR TO RESPOND QUICKLY
WITH DAY-TO-DAY RELIEF AS WELL AS URGENT MEDICAL CARE.

Zain has provided vital support to AMAR’s health programmes, helping to deliver thousands of
medical consultations each month in the charity’s Primary Health Care Centres, Health Posts
and Mobile Health Clinics. Thousands of families have also received regular home visits from
trained Women Health Volunteers thanks to Zain’s generous support.
Zain’s funding has also sustained a range of education projects benefitting both adults and
children – increasing their self-confidence and boosting their chances of employment. Out-ofschool students have been brought back to the classroom to obtain official qualifications, children
have received supplementary education in subjects including Human Rights and the Rule of Law,
and thousands of men and women have received vocational training in areas such as IT, English
language, sewing and design, hairdressing and food preparation.

UNFPA
AMAR and UNFPA have been working together since
2006 to improve the reproductive health of women in the
Iraqi Marshlands, particularly in remote communities. In
2014, they continued their work training Women Health
Volunteers and primary healthcare providers to deliver
advice regarding family planning and reproductive
health. A Women’s Health Booklet was also piloted to
improve the recording of women’s health histories.

FCO
AMAR began working with the British Embassy in Iraq
in 2014, initiating work to enhance – and refine the
quality of - political participation within the country.
Thanks to the FCO’s assistance, AMAR trained 60
teachers and community leaders to work in schools and
communities across six governorates, teaching students
about the importance of political participation and
the means to engage in the democratic process. With
this work continuing into 2015, over 3,600 pupils and
their families have been reached, helping to strengthen
democracy at the grassroots level.

SHELL IRAQ PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENT B.V
IN 2014, AMAR’S PARTNERSHIP WITH SHELL GREW SIGNIFICANTLY, CULMINATING IN
THE TWO ORGANISATIONS SIGNING A FOUR YEAR MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
IN DECEMBER TO STRENGTHEN THEIR WORKING RELATIONSHIP AND TO FORMALISE
THEIR COMMITMENT TO WORK TOGETHER.

Health is at the core of this partnership. On the ground, Shell and its partners in Majnoon Oil
Field funded three Mobile Health Clinics and 24 Women Health Volunteers in 2014, providing
over 14,200 WHV health visits and over 5,600 medical consultations to remote and isolated
communities surrounding the Majnoon Oil Field. Shell’s commitment to long-term health
improvements also saw it support health education in 32 schools. Students were taught key topics
related to personal hygiene and health, helping to ingrain healthy behaviour into everyday life.
Shell and AMAR’s work addressing road safety in Iraq grew from strength to strength in 2014.
Teaching materials were designed and produced, and 136 teachers were trained to deliver road
safety education to primary school pupils. A family road safety project was also launched, training
64 Women Safety Volunteers and 18 Primary Health Staff to teach safe road practice to families
with young children.
Shell has also been working with AMAR to widen access to education through improving school
environments. The construction of a new secondary school for girls will begin in 2015, along with
the installation of reverse osmosis units to provide clean water to 28 schools.
2014-15 ANNUAL REPORT 17

Supporters
RUMAILA OPERATING ORGANISATION

WEIR

LDS CHARITIES

OLIVE GROUP

ROO has become an increasingly important corporate
supporter of AMAR’s work in Basra Province. In
2014, the partnership between the two organisations
expanded considerably to cover a variety of initiatives
– from essential services such as emergency relief and
the provision of healthcare, to the empowerment of
communities through stakeholder engagement and
vocational training.

Weir Group PLC has been supporting AMAR’s work
in Basra Province since 2013. In 2014, AMAR and
Weir established two vocational skills training centres
for women, helping to provide vulnerable widows and
female heads of households with greater self-confidence
and improving their opportunities to earn a living.
Offering training courses in IT skills; sewing and design;
handicrafts; hairdressing and beauty, the centres also
include kindergartens to enable women with young
children to attend. In 2015, the next stage of Weir’s
support is a community health education programme,
which will provide 20 Women Health Volunteers and
health education across 45 primary and secondary schools.

In response to escalating violence and the ensuing
displacement of populations in Northern Iraq, LDS
Charities provided vital funding for AMAR’s emergency
relief work in 2014. Thanks to their support, AMAR
was able to deliver 2,500 winter blankets to vulnerable
families living in the Baharka IDP Camp in the Kurdistan
region, providing those in need with a lifeline during the
harsh winter months. Since then, LDS Charities’ support
has grown substantially to include funding the establishment of a healthcare centre for IDPs and the design
and distribution of a set of illustrated children’s books
for IDPs in the Kurdistan region. LDS Charities’ support
is also addressing longer-term solutions for IDPs so that
they can become self-reliant, and their field volunteers
regularly co-ordinate with AMAR’s project teams.

Olive Group has supported AMAR for a number of years,
providing invaluable logistics, security and accommodation to staff during trips to Iraq. The next stage of AMAR
and Olive Group’s co-operation is a three-year project to
support education in underserved communities in Basra
Province.

ROO supports a Primary Health Post and twenty
Women Health Volunteers (WHVs) in Al Khora, Basra
Province, facilitating thousands of medical consultations, and over 1,600 WHV home visits each month.
Thanks to ROO’s support, hundreds of children and
pregnant women have also received vital vaccinations
since September 2014, helping to protect them against
debilitating and life-threatening diseases.
ROO employees also raised funds to support the delivery
of food parcels to over 200 families in Basra Province,
with parcels including much-needed supplies such as
rice, lentils, oil, milk, sugar and tea. In 2015, ROO and
AMAR’s partnership will significantly expand through
four new social development projects in Al Khora –
including the construction of a new health clinic and
improving access to safe drinking water.

GARDAWORLD
GardaWorld has been supporting AMAR’s work since
2012. In 2014, they commenced funding for a Women
Health Volunteer programme in Baghdad, which
delivered basic yet essential health training and support
to over 34,000 people. Alongside this, GardaWorld also
supported a Health Post in Basra Province.

HWH & ASSOCIATES
AMAR and HWH worked together to assess the
feasibility of infrastructure projects in southern Iraq,
making preparations for the construction of a girls’
school and refurbishment of water treatment facilities.
HWH also supported AMAR’s Gala Dinner in 2014 by
purchasing multiple VIP tables.

DGS MARINE GROUP
In 2014, substantial funding from DGS Marine Group
helped AMAR kick-start its emergency work in response
to the unfolding humanitarian crisis in Northern Iraq.

EMAAR PROPERTIES
Emaar Properties has provided vital support to AMAR’s
emergency work in Iraq, enabling the provision of
emergency assistance such as healthcare, food and
sanitary items.

VITOL FOUNDATION

SKA

In 2014, the Vitol Foundation began supporting AMAR’s
health work with internally displaced persons, generously
funding the establishment of two Primary Health Care
clinics in Northern Iraq. Opened in 2015, they now
provide life-saving medical care for thousands of people,
including specialist maternal and child healthcare.

SKA has supported AMAR since 2011, funding the transportation of thousands of donated medical journals from
London to Iraq, to promote the professional development
of health staff. SKA has also sponsored AMAR events
– including the champagne reception at AMAR’s 2014
Gala Dinner.

CONTROL RISKS
Control Risks raised money internally for AMAR’s Easter
& Ramadan Food Box Appeals, as well as AMAR’s
Winter Warmer Blanket Appeal for displaced families.

CENTRAL PARK

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS COMPANY
Consolidated Contractors Company generously made
large donations for food boxes during Easter and
Ramadan, and also contributed to AMAR’s Winter
Warmer Appeal in 2014.

Central Park Hotel in London provides invaluable
support by providing free accommodation to all of
AMAR’s colleagues travelling from abroad.
18 ANNUAL REPORT 2014-15

2014-15 ANNUAL REPORT 19

Fundraising
2014 SAW SOME FANTASTIC FUNDRAISING WORK TAKING PLACE AROUND THE WORLD
FOR AMAR: FROM OUR FUNDRAISING TEAMS IN LONDON, BEIRUT AND DUBAI, CORPORATE
SUPPORTERS WHO HELD THEIR OWN FUNDRAISING EVENTS, AND SOME AMAZING INDIVIDUALS
WHO TOOK ON CHALLENGE EVENTS. WITH EVERYONE’S HELP, OVER £450,000* WAS RAISED FOR
AMAR’S IDP RESPONSE IN 2014, WHICH ENABLED OUR TEAM IN IRAQ TO REFURBISH AND OPEN
NUMEROUS HEALTH AND SKILLS CENTRES, AND DISTRIBUTE A FANTASTIC 3,000 BLANKETS,
200 FOOD BOXES AND 250 SANITARY PACKS. THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT IN 2014!
14 MARCH: AFTERNOON TEA, BEIRUT:

29 OCTOBER: MUSIC FUNDRAISER, LONDON:

Afternoon tea was held in Beirut’s Le Gray Hotel to
raise awareness and increase support for AMAR’s Drug
Awareness Campaign in Lebanon.

Our first music fundraiser was held in Concrete,
Shoreditch. The audience enjoyed an evening featuring
up-and-coming talent, including Imran Khran, Ali
Al-Talib, The Drop, Don Kipper and Colin Samurai.

24 APRIL: INAUGURAL KURDISTAN
FUNDRAISING DINNER, ERBIL:
We held our first fundraising event in Kurdistan in the
Divan Hotel, Erbil, in April. Sponsored by Khudairi
Group and Numerus Group, the dinner featured a
keynote speech from Dr Rowsch Shaways, Iraq’s deputy
Prime Minister, in which he discussed the urgent need for
humanitarian assistance in the region.

5 MAY: BRANDENBURG CONCERT, LONDON:
The Voce Chamber Choir, London Youth Choir and the
Brandenburg Sinfonia Orchestra performed a selection of
Albinoni and Vivaldi, with a percentage of ticket sales
and donations on the night going towards AMAR’s work
in Iraq.

18 SEPTEMBER: PASSION FOR
PEARLS, LONDON:
Chrissie Douglas, founder of Coleman Douglas Pearls,
presented a fascinating lecture on the history of pearls.
Proceeds from the event went towards AMAR’s work
with women in Iraq.

*

This includes AMAR’s public Emergency Appeal, Ramadan Appeal
and Winter Warmer Appeal, and also includes project-specific donations
in response to the IDP crisis in Iraq.
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6 JUNE: GALA DINNER, LONDON:
Over 230 guests packed into the Savoy Hotel to celebrate
AMAR’s ‘Roaring Twenties’ Gala Dinner, helping to
raise a fantastic £70,000. With the evening generously
sponsored by Al Burhan Group, SKA and SIM, guests
were treated to entertainment from singer Brandyn Shaw
and his Rhythm Makers’ band, dancing from the vintage
dance troupe, the Bee’s Knees, and an auction conducted
by Bonhams’ Charlie Thomas.

CORPORATE FUNDRAISING:
Employees from Rumaila Operating Organisation, Control
Risks, and Shell Iraq raised money for AMAR’s work
throughout the year by organising their own fundraising
events and initiatives. In Dubai, Foster Wheeler’s ‘AMAR
Snack Sundays’ weekly cake sales raised hundreds of
pounds for AMAR’s Emergency Appeal.

CHALLENGE EVENTS:
From bike rides and marathons to leaping through flames,
AMAR’s supporters were more active in 2014 than in any
other year, taking on a range of – often crazy – challenge
events and raising over £7,500!
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10P IN EVERY £ SPENT
- AVERAGE ADMINISTRATIVE
COSTS OVER THE PAST 3 YEARS

£2,547,754

2014 TOTAL PROJECT
EXPENDITURE

Finances

2%

10%

41%

47%

HEALTH
EDUCATION
EMERGENCY AID
OTHER ASSISTANCE
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AMAR IS DETERMINED TO ENSURE THAT AS MUCH OF OUR FUNDING AS POSSIBLE IS SPENT
WHERE IT IS NEEDED MOST – ON THOSE COMMUNITIES ACROSS IRAQ WHO DEPEND ON US FOR
MEDICAL CARE, EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS AND EMERGENCY AID. THIS IS WHY WE ONLY HAVE A
SMALL TEAM BASED IN OUR HEAD OFFICE IN LONDON. THE VAST MAJORITY OF OUR OVERSEAS
STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS ARE LOCAL PROFESSIONALS WHO NOT ONLY BRING AN UNRIVALLED
UNDERSTANDING OF THE LOCAL CONTEXT AND NEEDS OF COMMUNITIES, BUT ALSO ENSURE
THE COST-EFFECTIVENESS OF AMAR’S PROJECTS.
AMAR has a target of keeping administrative costs at
10% of our total expenditure. This is not a short-term
measure. It is a long-term aim, ensuring that AMAR
spends money as wisely as possible despite the changes
in the level of project expenditure all international
development charities experience across the years. For
this reason, our target is an average taken over the last
three years, and we are pleased to report that this target
was achieved exactly in 2014.
During 2014, AMAR spent £2,547,754 on projects across
Iraq with a focus upon healthcare and education at the
local level. When violence dramatically erupted in 2014,
AMAR committed its reserves to helping those affected by
the fighting via the provision of immediate humanitarian
assistance, emergency health services and education. To

help fund this, AMAR launched an Emergency Appeal
in June and sought funding from a variety of sources,
helping to ensure work on a longer-term basis than
traditional sources of humanitarian aid tend to allow, and
enabling this vital work to continue through 2015.
AMAR benefitted from the continued professional and
financial support of various institutional organisations
throughout the year, and remains grateful to UNDP,
UNESCO, UNFPA, the World Bank and the WHO
especially among the various UN agencies and international institutions who contributed partnership, expert
guidance and support. AMAR has also maintained
an important corporate partnership with Zain, and its
partnership with Shell Iraq has expanded significantly.
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Stories from Iraq
ALI’S HEART SURGERY
Ali was only five when he and his family were forced to
flee their home in Ninewa Province for the relative safety
of Baghdad’s suburbs. When a medical team led by
AMAR’s Regional Manager, Dr Ali Muthanna, visited the
little boy’s neighbourhood to conduct health checks, they
discovered that he had a hole in his heart. Taken to hospital
for scans, Ali’s parents were informed the child would need
an operation. But with hospitals already over-stretched,
there was little available space for the boy to be treated.
With his condition worsening, the AMAR team swiftly
stepped in and took him to a heart specialist who promptly
organised surgery. Thankfully, Ali made an excellent
recovery. Today, our teams continue to keep an expert eye
on him, and are carefully monitoring his progress back to
full health.

HELPING A NEW MOTHER
Zahra is a woman health volunteer in Thi-Qar province.
One day when she was visiting a local family, she found
that their daughter-in-law had recently had a baby via
caesarean section. Zahra noticed that the woman was
feverish, in pain, and had lost her appetite. She advised the
family to consult the Primary Health Care Centre as soon
as possible, because the woman’s symptoms were signs of
infection which can have very serious consequences in the
post-partum period. A few days later, she re-visited the
new mother who was now much better. She was extremely
thankful to Zahra for her advice. Zahra had been right
– the surgical wound was infected. But with appropriate
care, the infection had cleared.

MIXED MARRIAGE

recently he had noticed intolerant attitudes creeping in.
Having received training from AMAR in tackling discrimination, Sheikh Yusuf has been delivering lectures within
his community, encouraging a greater sense of tolerance
between residents. He even facilitated a marriage between
a couple from Sunni and Shia families – ensuring support
for the couple from the wider community.

SUPPORTING A FAMILY
Forced from her home by terrifying ISIL violence, 45
year-old Zainab resettled in a slum in Al-Zubair, Basra.
Living far below the poverty line whilst looking after
her six children and supporting her husband who suffers
from numerous chronic diseases, every day was a struggle
for Zainab. AMAR delivered vital supplies to the family
which Zainab was delighted to receive, and also accepted
Zainab into one of the nearby Empowerment for Widows
training centres which trains female heads of households.
This means that she will soon have the required skills to
either be employed or even set up her own business. With
this, she will be able to provide for and support her family.

RECLAIMING CHILDHOOD
IDP children have been attending AMAR’s kindergarten
in Al-Chibayesh, learning to read and write, as well as
enjoying drawing classes, sports activities and music
sessions. These classes have helped tackle the environment
of fear and anxiety which the children have faced, and the
teachers are thrilled with their progress – even commenting
on how well they have integrated, despite coming from
two different sects. “They are starting to forget the crimes
they saw,” staff told AMAR. “Smiles and the innocence of
childhood are returning to the children’s faces.”

In Sheikh Yusuf’s neighbourhood in Basra Province,
residents are both Sunni and Shia. For decades, he told
AMAR, his community lived in peace and harmony but
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What’s new in 2015
NEW HEALTH CARE CENTRE IN
MAMILLIAN CAMP
In the summer of 2015, AMAR’s Chairman, Baroness
Nicholson, officially launched the construction of a
new Primary Health Care Centre in Mamillian Camp
in Ninewa Province. The tented camp is home to over
13,000 IDPs, most of whom are Yazidis, and currently
has only limited access to health care services. Due
to open in the Autumn of 2015, the centre will deliver
primary healthcare services - including in specialist areas
such as maternal and child health, reproductive health
services and psychological rehabilitation.

AMAR EARNS TWO CHARITY
AWARD NOMINATIONS
Having won the 2014 International Aid and Development
category in the UK Charity Awards, AMAR was delighted
to receive two new charity award nominations in 2015.
Charity Times shortlisted AMAR for a Corporate
Community Local Involvement Award for its work with
Shell Iraq, and Third Sector Awards nominated AMAR’s
chairman, Baroness Nicholson, for their Charity Chair of
the Year Award. Results will be announced later this year.

GROWING PARTNERSHIPS
AMAR is extremely excited by growing work with a
number of supporters in 2015. Work with corporate
donors such as ROO, Weir and Vitol Foundation has
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expanded significantly, and AMAR’s partnership with
Shell is growing from strength to strength, enabling
AMAR to help rebuild the lives of even more families in
Iraq. Meanwhile at the 2015 Gala Dinner, AMAR was
stunned and delighted to be presented with a cheque for
an incredible $500,000 by Elder Holland on behalf of
LDS Charities.

TACKLING RADICALISATION
In July, AMAR was asked to bring three Yazidi girls
over to the UK. In 2014, they were captured by ISIL,
and for months they were held as sex slaves – along
with thousands of other innocent women and girls. But
somehow they escaped. AMAR worked with the girls,
helping them to share their stories with students in the
UK in the hope that they may dissuade British youngsters
from joining ISIL terrorists.

ILLUSTRATED CHILDREN’S BOOKS
With support from LDS Charities, AMAR has begun
developing a set of illustrated children’s books which
will be distributed to IDPs in the Kurdistan region.
Tackling themes such as displacement and inter-community tensions, the books will provide psychological
support to children who have experienced unthinkable
levels of trauma as a result of ISIL violence. Published in
English, Arabic and the Kurdish dialect of Sorani, they
will also act as a valuable educational resource for those
with limited access to school materials.
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