
RHYTHM Iraq
Restoring Hope to Youth Through Music

Fundraiser Toolkit

Dear Fundraiser, 

Thank you for stepping up to support AMAR’s RHYTHM Iraq Campaign. With your help, AMAR will give the 
healing gift of music to displaced and refugee children in Iraq. Funds raised during this campaign will help deliver 
brand new keyboards and music lessons for a year of life-changing music therapy programs!

As a designated RHYTHM Iraq Fundraiser, we are asking that you complete the following steps:

We know that with your support, we can #HelpMakeTheMusic and bring joy and healing to children in Iraq. 
Thank you for joining in this service opportunity - together we can truly rebuild lives!

Cheers,
The AMAR Team

1 2 3Create a personalized Fundraising 
Page from the RHYTHM Iraq 
Campaign

Tap into your network of friends, 
family, and coworkers to raise 
support

Help us spread the word about 
the campaign via your social 
networks

Questions, Comments, Concerns, Suggestions?
Please don’t hesitate to contact us! We’re here to support you during your campaign in any way possible.

Sarah Hollis
Development & Communications Officer
sarah.hollis@amarfoundation.org 
+1 (202) 638-0330

Katherine Marren
Development & Communications Associate
katherine.marren@amarfoundation.org 
+1 (202) 638-0330



Suggested Campaign Timeline

To help you get started, we put together this sample campaign timeline. Keep in mind, this is just a suggestion - we 
hope that you will make your campaign personal and adjust it to fit your schedule!

NOVEMBER
12-18

Create Your Fundraising Page & Email Potential Donors

Go to the RHYTHM Iraq campaign page and click “Start a Fundraiser.” You can upload a 
photo of yourself and personalize the messaging on the page - or just use the pre-populated text.

Brainstorm all of the people that you can reach out to for support - friends, family, coworkers. 
(It only takes 10 friends giving $10 to raise $100!) Then send your “Welcome Email” telling 
everyone about the campaign and why we need their help.

NOVEMBER
19-25

Send Your Giving Tuesday Challenge Email

Giving Tuesday is an international day of giving. This is a great time to jumpstart your 
fundraising! You can also ask people to participate in our Giving Tuesday advocacy activity and 
use the hashtag #DayWithoutMusic.

NOVEMBER
28

Giving Tuesday #DayWithoutMusic

This is a big day! We would suggest sending a reminder email and social network blast to ask 
for support. Don’t forget to use #DayWithoutMusic and share your own story with friends and 
family.

DECEMBER
3-9

Check In with Your Donors and Say “Thanks”

At this point in your campaign, you’ll start to see some contributions coming in. Make sure to 
show your gratitude to donors with personal thank you messages - either written or digital! You 
could also send a general thanks to everyone who took part in a #DayWithoutMusic.

DECEMBER
10-31

Keep Hustling!

This is a multi-week campaign, so you will probably see spikes of donations and then days or 
weeks without any responses. The important thing to do is just keep asking. Some people like 
to wait until the end of the year when they get a holiday bonus or so they can make a donation 
in honor of someone. Be kind, but be diligent. The more reminders and updates you send, the 
more likely your connections will be to donate.

The Best-Kept Fundraising Secret...

Share your story! The easiest way to inspire someone to donate is to tell them what inspired you to fundraise in the 
first place! Share your giving story in your emails and social media posts and encourage your supporters to do the 
same. 



Additional Resources

Below are a few sample messages, emails, and posts that you can use when communicating with your donors. As 
we’ve said before, this is just a starting point. Please feel free to create your own messages and personalize as much as 
possible!

OUR MESSAGE
Our message is simple, “This holiday season restore hope in the lives of Iraqi refugees and displaced children 
with the gift of music.”

THE PITCH
“Music heals. Hundreds of thousands of children in Iraq have had extremely traumatic experiences, but the 
gift of music could help them have a brighter future. Please join me by donating today, and together we can 
bring the joy of music to children in Northern Iraq!” 

FIRST FUNDRAISER EMAIL: 
Introduce yourself and AMAR U.S., share the goals and message of the RHYTHM Iraq campaign and why you 
want to fundraise for it, share your giving story and set your personal goal.

SAMPLE FIRST FUNDRAISER EMAIL: 
This season of giving I am fundraising for AMAR’s RHYTHM Iraq campaign, dedicated to providing music therapy 
to refugee children living in camps throughout Iraq. Join me and together we can #HelpMakeTheMusic!

GIVING TUESDAY EMAIL: 
This is a 24-hour challenge to go a #DayWithoutMusic. Explain the challenge and set your own personal Giving 
Tuesday goal. On the day before Giving Tuesday send out a quick reminder email to your supporters! 

SAMPLE GIVING TUESDAY EMAIL: 
This Giving Tuesday I am challenging you to go a #DayWithoutMusic for AMAR U.S.! On November 28th donate 
the monetary equivalent of what you would be listening to, whether it be your favourite album or your workout 
playlist, to RHYTHM Iraq and go a #DayWithoutMusic! Challenge your friends and family members and together 
we can give the gift of music this holiday season! 

RHYTHM IRAQ GENERAL FUNDRAISING EMAIL: 
Every week motivate your supporters with general campaign updates from AMAR U.S. as well as personal mile-
stones your fundraiser has hit! Share giving stories from donors and the many ways their donations will make an 
impact, and always say thank you! 

SAMPLE GENERAL FUNDRAISING EMAIL: 
Thank you to everyone who helped us hit the half-way mark this week. Let’s continue to #HelpMakeThe Music! So 
far the RHYTHM Iraq campaign raised $50,000 and still counting! Your donations are going to sponsor keyboards, 
support music lessons, and provide refugee children with healing music therapy sessions. You are truly restoring 
hope to these communities! As one donor said this week: “It warms my heart to know that I am able to give the gift 
of music to Iraqi children this holiday season.” We couldn’t do it without your support, Thank you! 



Don’t Forget to Be Social!

Coordinate your social media platforms with AMAR’s RHYTHM Iraq campaign branding and imaging. Share posts 
and updates from AMAR so you and your supporters can stay informed on campaign progress, and make sure to 
post your own personal updates. Use the hashtag #HelpMakeTheMusic and tag AMAR U.S. whenever possible!

FACEBOOK  (www.facebook.com/AMARUS)
Update your Facebook cover photo to the official AMAR U.S. RHYTHM Iraq one and encourage your supporters 
to do the same! Share RHYTHM Iraq Campaign updates with your supporters and make sure to tag us when you 
hit fundraising milestones.

TWITTER  (@AMAR_ICF_USA)
Update your Twitter header to the official RHYTHM Iraq twitter header and encourage your supporters to do the 
same! Re-Tweet AMAR RHYTHM Iraq Campaign updates with your supporters and make sure to tag us in your 
own personal fundraiser updates.


